
Priests of the Parish: Fr Liam Lacey – 01 4453321 
    Fr Declan Gallagher – 01 2859212 
 

Sacristan:   Finbarr Madden – 01 2859975 (9:00 – 11:00am) 
 

Secretary:   Nikki Redmond – 01 2859418 (9:30am – 12:30pm) 
 

Parish Co-ordinator: Jayne Courtney – 086 3895904 
 

 

office@dalkeyparish.ie www.dalkeyparish.ie www.dalkeyparish.ie/webcam 

Parish of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Parish Newsletter  

24th & 25th December 2022 

31st December 2022 & 1st January 2023 

For Information on Baptisms, Communions, Confirmations and Weddings,  
please refer to our web site. 

FOR MASS CARDS, MASS INTENTIONS, CERTIFICATES, BAPTISM FORMS  
PLEASE CONTACT THE SACRISTY on 01 2859975 from 9:00 am – 11:00 am 

MASS CARDS are also available in the Parish Office  
from 9:00am—1pm weekdays. 

 
Registered Charity Number: 20016166 

Sunday Masses: 8:45am, 10:15am (Family Mass), 12:00pm 
Vigil Mass:  6:00pm Saturday (Taize/Gospel Choir) 
Daily Mass:  10:00am.   
   The rosary is said after 10:00am Mass on weekdays. 
 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament takes place on Mondays after 10.00 Mass  
until 4.00 pm       
(Except on public holidays when exposition takes place on Tuesday) 

We would like to wish all our 

parishioners  

the Peace and Joy of Christmas  

and God’s blessings 

throughout the coming year.  

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL FUNDRAISING APPEAL 

For almost 200 years St. Vincent de Paul has been supporting communities 
throughout Ireland including Dalkey. Now, more than ever, we need your help. 
Covid-19 and the economic impacts are ruinous for many families and we must 
do what we can to assist them.  
 

There are collection envelopes in the Church of the Assumption on Castle St. 
which visitors to the church can use to drop a donation safely in the secure 
postbox in the Sacristy door.  
 

We represent you as we respond to requests for help. Please support us as 
much as you can.  

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES 

Christmas Eve    -    6pm and 9pm 

Christmas Day    -    8:45am, 10:15am and 12pm  



  REFLECTION ON 2022 

As the last days of the year approach, it is good to reflect back 
on the year 2022. This time last year we were still full of 
anxiety as the Corona virus continued to influence our lives. 
Though restrictions were lifted in the last days before 

Christmas there was still a cautious optimism and many people 
avoided crowds and family gatherings. 

I found myself advising people not to come to Christmas Mass as fear 
of the spread of the virus among vulnerable people was still very 
much in evidence. It was a strange first Christmas for me in Dalkey 
Parish. Some of my relatives caught Covid for a second time and I was 
fortunate in being able to have Christmas Dinner with my sister, 
whose daughter came out of quarantine on Christmas Eve! 

The outbreak of war in Ukraine shocked the world and the flood of 
refugees began to depart their home country for places of safety. 
Ireland responded to this crisis with great generosity but as the year 
went on, it created pressure on existing services and many people are 
being accommodated in unsuitable long-term placements. 

As the year unfolded things got better and the backlog of First 
Communions and Confirmations was finally cleared. Easter was less 
subdued, and confidence was slowly coming back that we could begin 
to gather in greater numbers. 

In June Fr. Declan finally had his hip replacement surgery and his 
recovery went well, and he returned to us in August. Fr. William Stuart 
provided cover during July so that I was able to get a holiday. 

By September there was a greater sense of things returning to a more 
normal state and it was good to see greater numbers attending our 
Church services.  

 The programmes of preparation for First Communion and 
Confirmation are now in full swing and we look forward to celebrating 
them in 2023. 

Sadly, during the year there was an increase in the number of funerals 
in the parish and it is a sign of things to come. I wish to place all the  

Reflection Continued…. 

families of those who have died in my prayers, and I pray that they will 
find peace as they mourn the loss of their loved ones. 

As we approach Christmas it was wonderful to have the various Carol 
Services taking place in the Church after an absence of two years and it 
has helped the mood despite the ongoing pressure on families of rising 
prices and the growing homelessness crisis. 

In December also, as part of the Diocesan Building Hope programme, 
the Archbishop has created partnerships between parishes to address 
the growing issue of staffing of parishes with priests. Our parish has 
been partnered with the parishes of Dun Laoghaire and Glasthule. 
There will be a great need to pool resources and for greater 
cooperation between the parishes in providing services. 

Finally, I wish to thank our Sacristan Finbarr Madden, our Parish 
Secretary Nikki Redmond, our Parish Coordinator Jayne Courtney, our 
Parish Pastoral Council, our Parish Finance Committee, those who 
participate in the ministries in the parish and all our volunteers. They 
provide an important service, and it is my hope and desire that more 
people can come forward to get involved in these ministries as we look 
forward to the future. 

On behalf of Fr. Declan and myself, may God bless each of you and may 
you enjoy peace this Christmas and into the New Year. 

Fr. Liam  

 

 


